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Outer Space as an Influential Dimension in the Concept of
International Balance of Power

Abstract

The theory of the balance of power is based on the idea that states
strive to survive as independent entities. It also seeks to obtain
power in the chaotic global system; without power, countries can
become subject to the will of others or lose their security.
Therefore, anarchy compels states to increase their power, as
security and survival cannot be separated from possessing a
significant amount of power within the system. Thus, the
competition for power becomes a natural state in international
politics, and this aspiration for power on the part of states, as Hans
Morgenthau sees it, leads to a formation called the balance of
power and to policies aimed at maintaining it. International
politics always frustrates unbalanced power within the system,
and in the face of unbalanced power, some countries try to
increase their strength or ally with other countries to achieve
balance in the international distribution of power. The stable
international system primarily relies on maintaining a balance of
power within it. Based on the realization of the concept of power
balance in the international system in the field of international
politics on Earth, the issue of this study crystallized with the
existence of another dimension of international competition for
power, which is outer space—how do the dynamics of the power
balance process work in outer space? Does the concept of balance
on Earth differ from the concept of balance in space? And how
does possessing power and authority in space affect policies and
the management of international conflicts on Earth?

Keywords: Balance of Power, Outer space, International
competition
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